
An Introduction to the Contents of  
THE ANNALS OF CARTMEL 

by James Stockdale, published 1872 
 
 There is no doubt that the book on Cartmel’s Local History published by James Stockdale 
in 1872 is a gold mine of information for anyone interested in the History of the Cartmel 
Peninsula.  It is generally known as Stockdale’s Annals of Cartmel, though its full title is 
Annales Caermoelensis, or Annals of Cartmel.  Copies of the original 1872 edition may be 
hard to find.  However, it has been reprinted at least twice.  Copies of various editions may be 
found for sale on various websites, in addition to a digital copy which, with over 600 pages, 
is not recommended for either easy reading or easy reference !   The copy that I bought on a 
website last year is from the copy in Harvard University Library, which was reprinted as a 
facsimile soft-back edition, reference ISBN 9 781143 494055. 
 Whilst it may seem unkind to criticise such a valuable research resource, which does have 
an index, its major omission is a Contents page. 
 It was clearly compiled over several years.  The Dedication, (to Henry Fletcher Rigge, 
Esq. of Wood Broughton, High Sheriff of the County), is dated Carke 1870, but the title page, 
with the name of the printers, is dated 1872.  It seems likely that type-setting began in 1870, 
to which at the end, there are post-scripts on several subjects, (referring to earlier page 
numbers), as well as a Section for “Addenda and Errata”.  Although there is a consolidated 
Index of people, places and subjects, the conspicuous omission is a Contents page for the 
whole book.  Consequently, for anyone thinking of reading it from cover to cover, they will 
find it hard going, without an understanding of its structure. 
 The general plan of the book may be regarded in two parts.  The first part is a 
chronological sequence of historical events, drawing particularly on quotations from “The 
Old Church Book of Cartmel”, (Churchwarden’s accounts etc.), and then from “The Old 
Flookburgh Chapel Book” with similar content, both up to about the year 1800.  However, 
this initial chronology is peppered with digressions on interesting local families, places or 
events, after which the second part of the book comprises a series of essays on a wide variety 
of subjects, events places and families. 
 One gets the impression that Stockdale never planned for the overall structure for his 
book, but compiled it from a series of notes, perhaps collected over many previous years, 
perhaps feeding them to his printer for typesetting before he had finished its compilation ? 
 Consequently, I have prepared the following schedules of Contents in two parts, to 
provide an understanding of what one can find in this invaluable research resource.  The first 
part is a Summary of the Contents, which can be printed as a single page.  The second part, 
which can be printed on five pages, is a detailed list of every heading and sub-heading which 
Stockdale puts in his book, plus some memos of subjects for which he gives no heading.  In 
particular, this list of his subheadings includes all his many subheadings in his chronological 
narrative of the extracts from “The Old Church Book(s)” of Cartmel and Flookburgh Chapel. 
 For further information about James Stockdale and this book, see an article by Roy 
Hudleston published in Vol 74 (1974) of the Transactions of the Cumberland and 
Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society [CWAAS], which can be freely 
download from their website.  Amongst other things, this article explains that a few parts of 
the book were actually written by Stockdale’s friend and kinsman, Henry Fletcher Rigg, and 
it also quotes numerous notes that H F Rigg made in his own copy of the book.  There are 
also three articles about James Stockdale and his family on the CPLHS website under 
Research : Cark-in-Cartmel. 
 
Peter Roden 
20 June 2019 



GENERAL STRUCTURE DIGRESSIONS, POST-SCRIPTS & CONCLUSIONS 
Subject Subject

1 - 46 Chronological Notes from AD 79 to 1610 64 - 72 Letters Patent from King Charles I 1640
47 - 241 Extracts from the Old Church Book of Cartmel from 1613 to 1796 73 - 75 Notes on local Civil War activities 1643

241 - 257 Vestiges of the Romans in the Cartmel District 75 - 77 Notes on Preston Family
257 - 281 Extracts from the Old Flookburgh Chapel Book from 1711 to 77 - 81 Notes on Borwick Family
314 - 325 Cartmel Charities 91 - 105 Notes on George Fox, founder of the Quakers
326 - 384 Enclosure of the Common Lands of Cartmel Parish (1786 to 1810) 116 - 117 More Notes on George Fox
385 - 432 Carke, Holker and the neighbourhood inc. Holker Hall 117 - 120 Notes on the Bigland family & the Free School of Browedge 1685
433 - 469 Carke Hall 120 - 121 Notes on Gallows Field and Applebvury Hill
470 - 475 Hampsfield Hall 121 - 127 Notes on Flookburgh & its Charter
475 Manor of Lindal 129 - 141 History of thithes &c. &c.
476 - 478 Broughton Hall 141 - 152 Notes related to Monuments in the Priory Church & some old coins
478 - 484 Wraysholm, (or Raisholm) Tower 152 - 160 The Last Wolf, a Legend of Humphrey Head (Cartmel)
484 - 498 Raven Winder Hall 164 - 166 Note re. Briggs family brass tablet in Cartmel Church, and their connections with the Addyfield

Estate
498 - 499 Bigland Hall 174 - 191 "Hampsfield Fell Frite"
499 - 503 The Genealogy of the Ancient Family of Bigland of Bigland 192 - 195 Law Family of Buck Crag
504 - 506 Abbot Hall 201 - 208 Castlehead
506 - 508 Birkby Hall 208 - 224 John Wilkinson
508 - 510 Canon Winder Hall 224 - 230 The East Window of Bowness Church, Windermere
510 - 511 Thorpanstye Hall 230 - 232 The Renovators and Restorers of our Ancient Churches
511 Frith Hall.  High Carke Hall.  Burblethwaite Hall 277 - 279 Memo re. Catherine Lowther née Preston
511 - 516 Aynsome 284 - 291 The Building of Flookburgh Chapel in 1776-1777
516 - 520 Cartmel Fell Chapel
520 - 524 Black Jack, of Graythwaite, and Black Suffolk, of Virginia 581 Post-Script - Holker Hall,  ref. page 420
524 - 526 Fords of Windermere 581 Post-Script - Bowness Church Window, ref. page 224
526 - 527 Will Raven 581 - 582 Post-Script - The Marshall Family, of Aynsome, ref. page 496
527 - 528 Robinsons of Fellfoot
528 - 529 Cornelius's Shop 583 - 593 Derivations of the Names of mountains, rivers, lakes, and remarkable objects and places
529 - 530 American Water-Weed in Windermere 594 Roper family
530 - 531 St. Andrew Moor and Egg-Pudding Stone 594 - 595 Barrow and Spencer families
531 - 533 Townson Hill 595 "The End"
533 - 535 The Skull in the "Bortry Tree"
535 - 545 Destruction of the West Plain Embankment and Estate, in 1828 No page Number Conclusion
545 - 549 Opening of the Harrington Tomb in Cartmel Church, in 1832 No page Number Addenda and Errata
549 - 569 Cartmel Parish Registers No page Number Index
569 - 576 The Vale of Cartmel
576 - 580 The Ea, or Caer-Ea, of Cartmel Vale
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HEADING, Sub-Heading [or subject without a heading]

1 - 5 79 - 1066
6 - 18 1070 - 1417
18 - 20 1485 [Notes mentioning Harrington family and Wraysholme Tower]
20 24 1487 - 1535
24 - 37 1536 - 1598
37 1598 Money belonging to the Grammar School, and in whose hands placed
38 - 39 1598 - 1599
39 1599 First Pew or seat in Cartmel Church assigned to Richard Kellett, of Canon Winder, for Keeping the Church 
39 - 41 1599 - 1602
41 1605 - 1610 Cost of turf - Mending the Great Bell of Cartmel Church
41 - 46 1610 - 1610
47 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK OF CARTMEL
47 1613 Taking down and re-building the South Aisle of the Nave of Cartmel Church
47 - 48 1615 Repairing the Leads, Roofs, and Windows, of the Parish and other Quires
49 1617 - 1618 Order to Collect two Twenty Mark Casts in aid of Mr Prston's work at the Steeple and Roofs of the Church
49 1618 Sidesmen's Oath
50 1618 New Roofs over the Piper, Lady and Parish Quires
50 1620 Mr Preston's Receipt for the Forty Mark Caste
50 - 52 1620 - 1623 Further Payment to Mr Preston - New Clerk to be Appointed - Enlargement of Churchwardens' Seat - Clock 

to be Repaired
52 - 53 1624 Keeping in repair the Reel Clappers - Alteration of the Clock - Two dials to be made, one for the inside and 

one for the outside of the Church
53 - 55 1624 Purchase of Gateway Tower from George Preston
56 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
56 - 57 1625 - 1626 New Clock - Making new Forms - Altering the Porch - Raising West Wall - Putting on a new Roof - Making 

a Freestone Doorway with an Arch
57 1626 Walling the Churchyard
57 1627 Keeping the Clock in repair
58 - 60 1628 The Interest of School Money given to old Schoolmaster in Charity
60 1628 Record of the way that Sidesmen were admitted in 1628
60 1629 Mr Curwen to buy land for the School
60 1629 Lawyer's Charges &c.
60 - 61 1629 Ancient Church Dues and Churchwardens' Seat
61 - 62 1630 Casting of the Great Bell
62 1632 Letting of the Pasturage of the Churchyard
62 1635 Flagging the Church
62 1635 Edward Berrie's Gift - Christopher Barrow, Schoolmaster
63 1636 Rails of the Communion Table
63 1640 Securities for the Church Money
64 1640 Churchwardens' Expenditure
64 1641 Engrossing School House Deeds &c.
64 - 72 1640 [Letters Patent from King Charles I]
72 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
72 1642 Sidesmen
72 1642 In whose hands the Money due to the Poor is placed
73 - 75 1643 [Notes on local Civil War activities]
75 - 77 [Notes on Preston Family]
77 - 81 [Notes on Borwick Family]
81 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
81 1645 Keeping Windows in Repair
81 - 82 1647 Catherine Helme's Maintenance
82 1649 Killing Foxes
82 1653 Further Rewards for Killing Foxes
82 - 83 1653 Still further Rewards for the Destruction of Foxes
83 1653 Deodands for Forfeited Goods
83 - 84 1654 School Money, and Money due for Ellerside Woods, and Increased (Quit ?) Rent
84 1654 Application of Money Received for Deodands and Felons' Goods Questioned
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84 - 85 1655 George Preston's Gift of £100
85 1655 Further Reward for Killing Foxes
85 - 86 1655 School Money and its Application
86 1657 William Barne, Schoolmaster
86 1660 John Birrie, of Church Town's Gift
86 - 87 1660 Pulpit to be Raised two feet, and Font Erected
87 1661 Repairing the Church and the Bells
87 1661 Mr Robert Rawlinson's (of Carke Hall) Seat, and locks and keys for the Vestry Chest
87 - 88 1661 William Whaite, Sexton
88 1661 Housekeepers to pay up the Arrears due to the Clerk of the Church
88 - 89 1661 Re-Casting of three of the Bells
89 1661 John Bigland's Gift to the Poor
89 - 90 1662 Appropriation of School Money, and Arrears of Rent of Ellerside Woods
90 - 91 1663 Mr Ryecroft's Salary
91 1663 The Bell Founder's Board and Lodging
91 1663 What Houses were escaping Church Dues
91 - 105 [Notes on George Fox, founder of the Quakers]

105 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
105 - 106 1664 Allowance to Churchwardens for Journeys
106 1664 Schoolmaster's Salary - no Poor Person to Contribute
106 1664 Interest of £100 to be paid to Schoolmaster
106 1665 Ellen Preston's Gift
106 - 108 1674 Thomas Askew's Gift - Poor House
108 1674 Burials in the Church
109 - 110 1676 More about Burials in the Church, and prohibiting the teaching of Writing in the Church
110 - 111 1677 Mr Robinson's Legacy given for building a new Vestry
111 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
111 - 115 1677 - 1679 [Extracts from Churchwarden's accounts]
115 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
115 1679 Payment of the Schoolmaster for Teaching - Appointment of new Trustees for the School House
116 1681 Taxation for the Repair of the Parish Church
116 - 117 1681 [More Notes on George Fox]
117 - 120 1685 [Notes on the Bigland family & the Free School of Browedge]
120 - 121 [Notes on Gallows Field and Applebvury Hill]
121 - 127 [Notes on Flookburgh & its Charter]
127 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
127 - 128 1686 Money Collected from French Protestants
128 1688 Fine for being buried in Linen
129 - 141 Firma Rectorial de Cartmel [History of thithes &c. &c.]
141 - 152 [Notes related to Monuments in the Priory Church & some old coins]
152 - 160 The Last Wolf, a Legend of Humphrey Head (Cartmel)
161 - 163 1675 - 1696 [Extracts from Churchwardens'Accounts]
163 1700 [Note of payment of £2/10/- for being buried in linen]
164 - 166 1703 [Note re. a Briggs family brass tablet in Cartmel Church, and their connections with the Addyfield 

estate]
166 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
166 - 167 1712 Mr Charleton appointed Schoolmaster
167 - 168 1714 John Towers elected Schoolmaster
168 1716 Trustees appointed to take an Account of Fines of the Manor of Cartmel
168 - 169 1716 Mr Knipe or his Deputy appointed to keep the Courts of the Manor of Cartmel
169 1723 Wm Trant appointed Schoolmaster
169 1726 John Trant appointed Schoolmaster
169 1732 The Chimes in Cartmel Church
169 - 170 1732 Account to be made out of Money given for Pious and Public Uses
170 1734 James Walker appointed Schoolmaster
170 - 173 1734 - 1738 Parish Poor House
173 - 174 1739 Quakers compelled to Pay Church Rates
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174 - 191 "Hampsfield Fell Frite"
192 - 195 Law Family of Buck Crag
195 1750 Easter Dues
196 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
196 1750 The Names of the Twenty-Four Sidesmen in 1750
196 1750 Fine for not attending Meetings
196 1751 Reward for killing Ravens
197 1755 Killing Foxes
197 1755 Cutting Brackens on the Commons
197 - 199 1757 Encroachments on the Commons
199 - 200 1757 Cutting Brackens on the Commons
200 1760 Cutting Brackens and Pulling Down a Fence on the Common
201 - 208 Castlehead
208 - 224 John Wilkinson
224 - 230 The East Window of Bowness Church, Windermere
230 - 232 The Renovators and Restorers of our Ancient Churches
232 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD CHURCH BOOK
232 1768 [James Birket appointed Schoolmaster]
233 1752 - 1769 Marriages and Burials from 1752 to 1769
233 1770 William Pyper elected Clerk and Sacristan or Sexton
233 - 234 1770 Putting out Parish Apprentices
234 1772 Rent of Borwick-Lands and Clark-Closes
234 - 235 1775 Encroachments on the Commons
235 1776 Interest on the Encroachment Money divided amongst the Poor of the Seven Townships of the Parish of 
235 - 236 1778 Persons appointed to value a piece of Common near Wilson House and Sandy Bridge
236 1779 Persons appointed to Examine Churchwardens' Accounts
237 1785 Slate and Flag Quarries of Newton Fell let to Farm
237 1785 Salary of Two Guineas for an Organist
237 - 238 1788 Encroachments on the Commons
238 - 239 1789 Schoolmaster Wanted.  Proposal to build a New School
239 - 240 1789 Rules for Schoolmaster at Free School &c.
240 - 241 1792 Proposal for the Erection of a Poorhouse for the whole Parish
241 1796 Sidesmen not attending Meetings for two years successively, to be Struck Off the list of Sidesmen
241 - 257 VESTIGES OF THE ROMANS IN THE CARTMEL DISTRICT
257 - 281 1711 - 1800 EXTRACTS FROM THE OLD FLOOKBURGH CHAPEL BOOK
257 - 258 1711 The yearly Interest of the Poor Money ad Chapel Money
258 1712 Cost of the Poor in Lower Holker Township in 1712
258 - 259 1712 Expenditure of Parish Money
259 - 260 1716 Township Expenditure on the Poor in 1716
260 1720 Distribution of Apprentice Money &c.
260 1720 Chapel Expenditure, 1720
260 - 261 1723 Paupers in 1723
261 1722 - 1723 Flookburgh Chapel Expenditure, 1722 to 1723
261 1725 Poor House, Carke Beck
262 1725 Window Tax
262 1725 Land Tax
262 1725 Constable's Account
263 1726 Estate in Long Sleddale
263 - 264 1725 - 1726 Cost of Poor, and Chapel-Warden's Expenditure in 1725-6
264 1727 Vestry Chest
264 1729 Poor House, Carke Beck
264 - 265 1730 Bond's House
265 - 266 1731 Incumbrance on Killstone Estate
266 1731 Killstone Estate, How paid for
266 - 267 Joshua and Robert Lawson's Account
267 Hancock's Lands
267 1733 Highways Indicted - Opening of Moor Dyke
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268 - 269 1734 Chapel Expenditure
269 1734 Chapel Warden's Account for 1734
269 1734 Apprentice Money
269 - 270 1736 Poor Money, Account of
270 - 271 1737 - 1738 Cost of the Poor in 1737-38
271 1736 - 1737 Cost of Chapel Bell &c.
271 - 272 1739 Hancock's Lands Purchase
272 - 273 1738 - 1739 Expenditure on Poor, 1738, 1739
273 1741 Hancock's Lands Let to Farm
273 - 274 1741 Goods belonging to the Poor House
274 1742 Repairs of Chapel &c.
274 1743 Killstone Let to Farm
274 1745 More Goods for Poor House
274 - 275 1745 Poor Money
275 1745 Clergyman's Living [Accounts]
275 - 276 1746 - 1748 The Township Farms Jane Japson's House and Croft
276 1746 Pensioners (Paupers) in 1746
276 1750 Chapel Expenditure in 1750
277 1754 [Memo : Contributions towards obtaining the Queen's Bounty to ye Chapel of Flookburgh]
277 1759 Pensioners in 1759
277 - 279 Memorandum [re. Catherine Lowther née Preston]
279 - 280 1768 - 1769 Expenditure of Highways
280 1769 - 1770 Cost of the Poor 1769 to 1770
280 - 281 1769 Division of Dale Money
281 - 283 1774 - 1775 Chapel Warden's Expenditure
283 - 284 1776 Expenditure of Encroachent Money
284 - 291 1776 - 1777 THE BUILDING OF FLOOKBURGH CHAPEL in 1776-1777
291 - 293 Land Tax
293 1776 Clerk of Flookburgh Chapel's Salary
293 - 294 1776 - 1778 Wreck Money
295 1782 OMISSIONS IN THE OLD CHAPEL BOOK
295 - 296 1782 Clerk and Dogwhipper's Salaries
296 1784 Priest or Askew Bridge
296 - 299 Indictment of the Highway from Carke to Newton, "Priest" or "Askew" Bridge ?
299 1788 Chapel-Wardens' Treat on Easter Saturday
299 1789 Rev. Richard Fell appointed to settle all Accounts of the Township
299 - 303 1769 & 1794 Drain in Back Lane, Flookburgh
303 - 305 Distribution of Dole Money
305 - 306 1791 Communion Plate
306 - 309 1722 - 1799 MISCELLANEOUS ENTRIES IN THE OLD FLOOKBURGH CHAPEL BOOK
309 - 314 1712 - 1836 Maintenance of the Poor
314 - 325 CARTMEL CHARITIES
315 - 320 Report of the Charity Commissioners.  Township of Lower Holker : James Simpson's and other Charities
320 - 321 Poor Lands or Poor Paddocks, From the Charity Commissioners' Report
322 - 325 Benjamin Fletcher's Charity. From the Charity Commissioners' Report
326 - 384 1786 - 1810 ENCLOSURE OF THE COMMON LANDS OF CARTMEL PARISH
338 - 340 Cartmel Enclosure
340 - 341 Upper Allithwaite Township
341 Lower Allithwaite Township
341 - 342 Upper Holker
342 Lower Holker
342 Cartmel Fell
343 Broughton
343 - 344 Staveley
344 - 370 [Continuation of description of the Enclosure Commissioners meetings and their business]
370 - 372 Public Carriageways (24 in number)
372 - 382 Private Carriage, Driftways, &c.[79 in number]
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382 - 384 [Continuation of description of the Enclosure Commissioners meetings and their business]
385 - 432 CARKE, HOLKER AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD in former days
425 - 430 Pictures and Portraits destroyed in the Great Fire at Holker Hall, on the 10th March, 1871 [103 items]
430 - 432 Pictures and Portraits not destroyed by the Fire, and still in Holker Hall [59 items]
433 - 469 CARKE HALL
435 - 442 Robert Curwen's Will
442 - 447 The Will of Robert Rawlinson
447 - 449 Curwen Rawlinson's Will
450 - 451 [Notes on General Monk & Monk family]
451 - 454 Will of Nicholas Monk, Bishop of Herford
454 - 457 Elizabeth Rawlinson's Will
457 - 469 [Continuation of Notes on the Rawlinsons & related families]
469 The following High Sheriffs of Lancashire have been from the part of the County North of the Sands :-
470 - 475 HAMPSFIELD HALL
475 Manor of Lindal
476 - 478 BROUGHTON HALL
478 - 484 Wraysholm, (or Raisholm) Tower
484 - 498 RAVEN WINDER HALL
498 - 499 BIGLAND HALL
499 - 503 The Genealogy of the Ancient Family of Bigland of Bigland, in the County Palatine of Lancaster
504 - 506 ABBOT HALL
506 - 508 BIRKBY HALL
508 - 510 CANON WINDER HALL
510 - 511 THORPANSTYE HALL
511 FRITH HALL.  HIGH CARKE HALL.  BURBLETHWAITE HALL
511 - 516 AYNSOME
516 - 520 CARTMEL FELL CHAPEL
520 - 524 BLACK JACK, OF GRAYTHWAITE, AND BLACK SUFFOLK, OF VIRGINIA
524 - 526 FORDS OF WINDERMERE
526 - 527 WILL RAVEN
527 - 528 ROBINSONS OF FELLFOOT
528 - 529 CORNELIUS'S SHOP
529 - 530 AMERICAN WATER-WEED IN WINDERMERE
530 - 531 ST. ANDREW MOOR AND EGG-PUDDING STONE
531 - 533 TOWNSON HILL
533 - 535 THE SKULL IN THE "BORTRY TREE"
535 - 545 DESTRUCTION OF THE WEST PLAIN EMBANKMENT AND ESTATE, IN 1828
545 - 549 OPENING OF THE HARRINGTON TOMB IN CARTMEL CHURCH, IN 1832
549 - 569 CARTMEL PARISH REGISTERS
569 - 576 THE VALE OF CARTMEL
576 - 580 THE EA, OR CAER-EA, OF CARTMEL VALE
581 Post-Script - Holker Hall,  ref. page 420
581 Post-Script - Bowness Church Window, ref. page 224
581 - 582 Post-Script - The Marshall Family, of Aynsome, ref. page 496
583 - 593 DERIVATIONS of the Names of Mountains, Rivers, Lakes, and remarkable objects and places in the 

Cartmel District
594 ROPER FAMILY
594 - 595 BARROW AND SPENCER FAMILIES
595 "THE END"

No page Number CONCLUSION
No page Number ADDENDA AND ERRATA
No page Number INDEX


	Introduction to Contents of Stockdale's Annals of Cartmel
	Contents of Stockdale's Annals of Cartmel 1872
	SUMY (2)
	Data Input 78%


